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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The phrase 
"enabling to establish" used throughout the specification is grammatically incorrect. 
Examiner suggests correcting phrase to "enabling the establishment of. Page 7 line 
21 , "sequence 400" is not shown in the drawings. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1 , 
the limitation "enabling to establish" is grammatically incorrect. In claim 5, in the 
limitation "A UPnP compliant device" the "A" should be "An". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thorsteinsson et al (US 2003/0105854 A1), in view of Chung (WO 2004/077307 A1)) 
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5. As to claims 1 and 3, Thorsteinsson substantially discloses a method of enabling 
the establishment of a connection between multiple UPnP-compliant resources, wherein 
each of the resources has a respective ConnectionManager service ("plurality of client 
sites" Thorsteinsson claim 12 line 4 and "UPnP node" Figure 1, item 113), and wherein 
the method comprises configuring the respective ConnectionManager services so as to 
enable a UPnP Control Point ("The central portal is able to communicate with each 
device through ... Control Adapters" Thorsteinsson [0054] lines 5-7 and "There may be 
Control Adapters for Universal Plug and Play (UPnP)" Thorsteinsson [0064] lines 8-9) to 
use the respective services at a time determined in advance ("central portal ... It 
contains a Scheduling mechanism, which maintains a database of events to be 
triggered on behalf of Client Sites, either at particular intervals or at pre-configured 
points in time" Thorsteinsson [0055] lines 1-9). 

Thorsteinsson, while capable of performing, does not disclose an UPnP Control 
Point negotiating a connection between resources. 

Chung describes a programmable system for controlling the operation of a 
number of electrical appliances of a premise. 

With this in mind, Chung discloses an UPnP Control Point negotiating the 
connection between multiple UPnP-compliant resources ("said system is adapted to 
connect at least two said appliances together by Home Audio Video interoperability 
standard" Chung claim 9 lines 1 -3). It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains to 
combine the system of Chung with the system of Thorsteinsson as it would provide the 
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ability to schedule the cooperation between two separately controlled devices yielding 
the predictable results of being able to schedule a connection between two devices. 

6. As to claims 2 and 4, the above combined art substantially discloses the 
invention as claimed as described in claims 1 and 3 respectively, including wherein the 
resources comprise a tuner for tuning to a broadcast channel and a recorder for 
recording a broadcast ("Command sequence VCR Start Recording (Channel 5)" Figure 
8, item 805). 

7. As to claim 5, Thorsteinsson anticipates an UPnP compliant device with a 
ConnectionManager service ("plurality of client sites" Thorsteinsson claim 12 line 4 and 
"UPnP node" Figure 1 , item 113) that is configured so as to enable an UPnP Control 
Point ("The central portal is able to communicate with each device through ... Control 
Adapters" [0054] lines 5-7 and "There may be Control Adapters for Universal Plug and 
Play (UPnP)" [0064] lines 8-9) to use the service at a time determined in advance 
("central portal ... It contains a Scheduling mechanism, which maintains a database of 
events to be triggered on behalf of Client Sites, either at particular intervals or at pre- 
configured points in time" [0055] lines 1-9). 

Thorsteinsson, while capable of performing, does not disclose an UPnP Control 
Point negotiating a connection with another UPnP-compliant device. 

Chung discloses an UPnP Control Point negotiating a connection with another 
UPnP-compliant device ("said system is adapted to connect at least two said appliances 
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together by Home Audio Video interoperability standard" Chung claim 9 lines 1-3). It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains to combine the system of Chung with the system of 
Thorsteinsson as it would provide the ability to schedule the cooperation between two 
separately controlled devices yielding the predictable results of being able to schedule a 
connection between two devices. 

8. As to claim 6, the above combined art substantially discloses the invention as 
claimed as described in claim 5, including comprising a tuner for tuning to a broadcast 
channel ("Command sequence VCR Start Recording (Channel 5)" Figure 8, item 805). 

9. As to claim 7, the above combined art substantially discloses the invention as 
claimed as described in claim 5, including comprising a recorder for recording content 
information ("Command sequence VCR Start Recording (Channel 5)" Figure 8, item 
805). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yook et al (US 2005/0021714 A1), Manni et al (US 7,194,689 
B2), Horlander et al (US 7,017,171 B1), Mitzutani (7,003,791 B2), Young (US 
2005/0058433 A1), Boone et al (US 2002/0196141 A1), Daniels (US 2002/0100044 
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A1), Wood et al (US 2002/0057893 A1), Lemmons et al (US 2001/0013126 A1), Levine 
(US 5,988,078) are all related to controlling/scheduling devices remotely. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIC W. SHEPPERD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5654. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, Alt. 
Friday, 7:30 AM - 5PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571)272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IE. W. SV 

Examiner, Art Unit 2456 

/Ashok B. Patel/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2456 



